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ecological context. Cultivating partnerships with existing community activists, India Basin provides a new platform for 
community groups focused on health, wellness and economic vitality to expand their programming and reach new users. 
The India Basin Waterfront will enhance access to the Bay for pedestrians, cyclists, commuters, kayakers, joggers, 
dog-walkers, citizens of the city and visitors—connecting to the Bay Trail and the Blue Greenway as well as the Bay 
Water Trail. Distinguishing itself from other open space in San Francisco, India Basin will be a forum to celebrate the 
unique history of the Southeastern Waterfront – a history of land reclamation, fishing villages, ship-building, ecological 
processes, industrial activity and vibrant community. Sea level rise, adjacent urban development shifts, and a changing 
region require that this new landscape be a flexible and engaging open space that is resilient and embraces flux as a 
core design consideration—ultimately creating a “100 Year Park” that adapts to these changing needs over time.

Visitors of all ages will be able to engage with the rich land-water interface at India Basin through innovative 
wayfinding, interpretive elements and moments of playful stimulation that showcase the Pacific Flyway, King Tides, 
archaeological layers of ruins, San Francisco Bay geomorphology and Sea Level Rise. As the boundary between digital 

INDIA BASIN WATERFRONTINDIA BASIN WATERFRONT
and physical space becomes more blurred, opportunities for technological interface with the landscape facilitate 
new ways of engaging with the environment. A robust and beautiful landscape accented by sensitive architectural 
interventions celebrating the connection and views to the larger Bay region will facilitate moments of wonder and 
discovery. India Basin will provide a datum from which changing tides, seasons, and ecological processes can be read, 
as layers of history are covered and uncovered – a sensory experience of discovery for all to see. 

Integral to the design process is engaging with the community to cultivate a common vision for the India Basin 
Waterfront. The audience for India Basin is diverse – comprised of local residents, business owners, cyclists, pet-
owners, citizens of the greater region, kayakers, community activists, youth leaders and many more – and will require 
a dynamic outreach strategy including site walks, workshops and presentations that help outline and celebrate the 
multiple narratives and context of the park. The landscape itself is a palimpsest of ecological and cultural histories and 
is enlivened by the users who contribute their own stories and memories. India Basin will celebrate these stories and 
provide inspiration for new narratives to emerge. 

THE URBAN AND 
ECOLOGICAL EDGES

EXPAND

+ Open the urban face of the park to   
    the community and remove barriers

+ Bring the Bay ecology into the 
    park and neighborhood

+ Redefine a resilient and
    performative edge that adapts 
    to sea level rise

+ Create opportunities to treat         
    stormwater 

+ Create a space for the 
    community to gather   

+ Develop programming that               
    creates a regional destination              
    while reinforcing sense of place  

+ Provide a forum for incubating  
    skill-building and connecting to    
    history     

+ Connect to youth programming 
    efforts in the community and    
    beyond       

COMMUNITY 
PARTNERSHIPS

CULTIVATE

+ Create links to waterfront open 
    space through the Blue Greenway

+ Reinforce connections to  
    regional transit networks  

+ Build accessible neighborhood  
    connections into the park and to 
    the Bay             

+ Make the Bay Trail system and 
    wayfinding between parks legible     

A NETWORK OF
WATERFRONT PARKS

CONNECT

+ Celebrate the layers of industrial,      
    ecological and maritime history

+ Connect to the greater regional 
    landscape 

+ Expand ecological habitat
    opportunities and showcase 
    tidal flux 

+ Integrate didactic and   
    interpretive landscape features   
    that tell the stories of the site  

THE PAST AND 
CELEBRATE THE FUTURE

REVEAL

EXPANDING THE EDGE TOWARDS A 100 YEAR PARK
Nestled between the Bay and the Pacific Ocean, San Francisco is surrounded by—and in many ways defined by—its 
waterfront context. The India Basin Waterfront is part of a larger re-envisioning of the San Francisco Bay Waterfront as 
an active ecological, social and recreational corridor. India Basin, comprised of 900 Innes and the India Basin Shoreline 
Park, are the last pieces of a network of open-spaces and trails that envision a new connected and complete network 
of open space at the Southeastern Waterfront. This network aims to create a new landscape that incubates community 
connections to a once-industrial edge, provides recreational amenities both on land and water, connects to existing 
pathways and trail systems, provides open space for events and everyday use, and ultimately defines a new resilient 
and connected open space paradigm for San Francisco. 

At the epicenter of an emerging neighborhood with residential, commercial and cultural adjacencies, the India Basin 
Waterfront is uniquely positioned to become a regional destination and the centerpiece of the Southeastern Waterfront. 
This network of open spaces will be a forum for cultural narratives to interact, reshaping one another and providing 
new frontiers for exploring the histories, uses and meaning of the Southeastern Waterfront and its greater urban and 
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BAY TRAIL AS ECOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL LINK
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Expanding the edge of the Bay, a re-envisioned India Basin will cultivate an ecologically-rich land-water threshold. Building off of the successful wetland system at 
India Basin Shoreline Park and neighboring sites, new wetland habitats will be carved out of the shoreline, providing opportunities for increased lowland and upland 
habitat at this new, longer shoreline. Architectural breakwaters provide protection for the new sensitive habitat from the tidal wave action from the Bay and allow for 
sedimentation to support the wetland habitat. During high tide this infrastructure recedes along with ship remnants and artifacts, adding another layer of mystery to the 
archaeology of flux at India Basin. New pathways and promontories allow the Bay Trail to weave through the site, showcasing these layered ecological systems at work. 

New choreographed stormwater treatment throughout India Basin integrates biofiltration of urban runoff while providing protection from storm surges. This 
infrastructure is integral to the resiliency strategy for India Basin—providing an adaptive edge that responds to sea level rise and creates a park that will adapt to 
100 years of sea level rise. As the mean tides rise, upland stormwater treatment areas transition to become tidal wetlands, and upland planting zones adapt to treat 
stormwater. The expanded shoreline allows for these ecological functions to buffer sea level rise while still allowing for the park space and trail system to thrive. 

BUILDING A HEALTHY + RESILIENT BAY

CARVE + PROTECT: GROWING AN ACTIVE WETLAND 
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The tidal amphitheater sculpts the edge of India Basin doubling as a programmatic space and 
resilient infrastructure to mitigate sea level rise. Together, the wetland terraces and amphitheater 
mark the changing tides and reveal the mudflat ecologies. 

TIDAL AMPHITHEATER — READING THE BAY

The Ghost Ship Pier unifies the maritime history of the site with the dramatic fluctuation of the 
Bay. The Ghost Ship serves as a beacon and a destination to read and celebrate the flux of time 
and the tides. 

GHOST SHIP — A BEACON OF HISTORY


